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Our Special Needs Policy

A child has special educational needs if he/she has a learning difficulty, which is to say that this child has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age.

At Rainbow we ensure that we understand the fundamental principals of the code of practice for the identification and assessment of special educational needs. We have a commitment to supporting children with special needs and this we will achieve by working in partnership with parents and other support services and agencies such as speech therapists, physiotherapists etc.

At Rainbow our policy is to include all children with special needs with the help of specialised staff in some cases. We value and acknowledge the child's individuality and help him/her to feel good about his/herself. Activities are adapted to enable children with special needs and if necessary are trained on the identification and assessment of special educational needs.

The staff will continuously monitor and record each child's progress onto their personal progress sheets of the six areas of learning goals. This ongoing assessment and recording will be used to aid the early identification of any special needs. If the nursery believes that a child may have special educational needs the following action will be taken:

· The Principal will consult the special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO) and will then gather information about the child and make an initial assessment of the child's special educational needs.

· The Principal will consult with the parents explaining there is some cause for con​cern ascertaining the parents' view and giving them ideas of how they can help at home. Specialist help and support will be made available to better the needs of the individual child.  Notes will be kept to explain what has been tried and progress will be reviewed regularly. If the nursery believe more specialist assessment and support would benefit the child, the nursery will consult with the parents and with their ap​proval contact appropriate agencies e.g. child psychologists, health visitors, speech therapists to ask for their support.

When the child with special educational needs moves from the nursery to another setting, the nursery will ensure the new establishment is fully aware of the child's needs and of the support that has been provided.
